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"CURIOUS INFORMATIONS 


N CONCERNING 


WILLIAM BRODIE & GEORGE SMITH; _ | 


| | ALSO, OF 
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JAMES FALCONER any PETER BRUCE, 
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For BuEAK ING into and RoBB1nG the Dundee Banking 


Company's Office, in Dundee; 


ith other Occurrences, ſince they received their Sentence till thtis 
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Execution. : 
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Where may be had, the Trial in three Numbers, Price gd, Alſo; 
A © ſtriking likeneſs of William Brodie, Price 3d. A 
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NARRATIVE or Tux FAG TES 


RESPECTING THE BREAKING INTO 


THE SHOP-AT THE HEAD OF BRIDGE-S TRE ET, 725 
\ of | | 

BELONGING TO, 
JOHN and ANRDREW BRUCE, Merchants in Edinburgh, 


On the Night betwixt the 24th and 25th of n 1786. 


—” 9 — 


On 8. 28th of july, the 3 ſubſtitute with the Penta 
ſcal, and Mr Bruce, went to the priſon to Smith, and the Sheriff 
bliitute informed him, that he was come to take down his decla- 
ation reſpecting Meſſ. Bruces ſhop-breaking ; and therefore hoped 
e would tell the truth. To which Smith anſwered, he had no 
jection to tell the whole truth; hg thought it a piece of juſtice 
o do ſo. Smith was then cxamined, who declared, in ſub- 
ance, as follows : 5 
That, in the month of November 1786, the declarant and Bro- 
die had laid a plan to break into a hardware ſhop on Bridge - ſtreet 
belonging to Davidſon M Kain: That theyaccordingly went there one 
ight with a parcel of falſe keys and a ſmall iron crow, and opened 
he door, by unlocking the padlock and lock thereof with the falſe 
eys: after which they went and hid the falſe keys and iron crow 
n caſe any of theſe articles ſhould be found upon them; .and then 
eturned to the ſhop: That Smith was to go into the ſhop, and 
Brodie to watch at the outſide of the door: That the declarant 
Arried with him a dark lanthorn, which he lighted : That their 
intention was only to look at the goods, but not to carry them off 
that night : That the declarant ſtaid in the ſhop for about half an 
our; and, after being ſome time there, Brodie called out, What 
made him ltay ſo long, was he taking an inventory of the ſhop : ' 
That the declarant only brought away with him that night ſeven- 
teen ſteel watch chains, and a ſmall red pocket-book. The ſteel ' 
chains the declarant afterwards fold along with lome other goods 
of his own to an auctioneer, and the pocket-book he afterwards” 
made a preſent of to {Michael Henderſon, ſtabler in Graſz-market, 


his daughter: That the declarant and Brodie afterwards in about 


a fortnight, went back to gob M*Kain's ſhop completely, and o- 

3 the door, as formerly, when Smith went in, and left Bro- 
die to watch without; but he was not à few minutes in- che ſhopy 
When he heard a and in the room * below riſe out * 
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3 his bed, and come towards the door; on which the declarant pullec 
up the hop-door, and run ſtraight into the ſtreet, without carrying 
_ any thing with him : That he found Brodie had fled; and the decla 
rant, on going up to the main ſtreet, found Brodie ſtanding at th 
head of the entry into the old Green Market : That a little after 
this, the declarant and Brodie walked arm in arm down Brigde- 
- ſtreet, in order to ſee what they could obſerve about the ſhop ; and 
in paſſing down the ſtreet, they ſaw a man looking out at the door 
immediately under M*Kain's ” by and a guard ſoldier ſtanding op- 
lite, at the head of the ſtair which goes down to the Fleſh Mar- 

et; ſo that the declarant and Brodie paſſed on along the Bridge, 
and afterwards went to their ſeveral homes, as nothing could be 
done further that night. | | 
Brodie then told the declarant, that the ſhop at the head o 
Bridge-ſtreet, belonging to Meſſ. Bruces, would be a very proper ſhop 
for breaking into, as it contained valuabl- goods, and he knew the 
lock would be eaſily opened, as it was a plain lock, his men having 
lately altered that ſhop door, at the lowering of the fireets : That 
the plan of breaking into this ſhop was accordingly concerted be- ſo t 
twixt them, and they agreed to meet on the evening of the 24th {Wet 1 
of December 7 786, being a Saturday, at the houſe of James Clark, Hb. 
vintner, i the head of the Fleſh Market cloſe, where they generally Neon 
met with other company to gamble: That having met there, they Tu 
layed at the game of hazard, till the declarant loſt all his monew ; Wan 

ut at this time Brodie was in luck, aud gaining money: That the Wtha 
declarant often aſked Brodie to go with him on their own bulines ; Wry 
but Brodie, as he was gaining money, declined going, and deſired ran 
th@declarant to ſtay a little, and he would go with him ;—the dc- Wbar 
clarant however turned impatient, as it was near four in the mor- Win 
ning, and the time for doing their buſineſs was going; he therefore Who 
left the room, and went by himſelf to Meſſ. Bruces ſhop, when he HT. 
opened the door with falſe keys, and, after getting in, lighted a {War 
dark lanthorn, and took out of the ſhow-boxes or glaiſes on the Win 
counter, and from the inſide of the windows, ten watches, five of Whit 
them gold, three ſilver, and two metal, with the whole rings, lock- 
- ets, and other jewellery and gold trinkets in the ſhow-boxes, all 
which he put into two old black ſtockings, and carried them to the 
ſtable of Michael Henderſon in the Graſs-market, where he hid them 
under ſome rubbiſh below the manger, and afterwards went home 

to his own room in the Graſs- market: That he ſtaid there till near 
eight in the morning, and went up to Mr Brodie's houſe, when the 
maid told him that Mr Brodie was in bed, and the declarant left 

his name, and ſaid he wanted to ſee him, and thereafter returned 
home to his own room: That after ſtaying there ſome time, Mr 

; Brodie came and called for him, when the declarant told him what 
he had done, and deſired Mr Brodie to ſtay till he wonld go for 
ö | 2 
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© goods: That the declarant accordingly went to the-ſtable 


ullec 0 | 
-yingfſand brought the two black ſtockings, containing the goods, a 
eclaWoured them out upon a bed in a cloſet off his room, and then Taid - 


o Mr Brodie, | You ſee what good luck I have been in; you 
ight have been there; but as you did not go, you cannot expect a 


after 
gde · Null ſhare; but there are the goods, pick out what you chuſe for your- 


If ; upon which Mr Brodie took a gold ſeal, a gold watch-key 
et with garnet ſtones, and lan aj rings: That the declarant and 

- Wrodie went twice over the „ in order to aſcertain their value; 
Jud the declarant, who was himſelf {killed in articles in that line, 
7as of opinion they would have coſt Meſſ. Bruce about L. 350 Ster- 
ing: That after this, the goqds were again put into the black 
tockings, and carried back to Michael Henderſon's ſtable ; and, 
n the courſe of that day, being Sunday, the declarant and [Brodie 
requently paſſed Meſſ. Bruces ſhop-door, to ſee in what ſituation 
he door ſtood, and learn it the robbery had been diſcovered ; and 


g Nothing appearing, the declarant propoled to Brodie to go back 
"hat that night, in order to ſweep the ſhop clean; but Brocie objected 
be- Nro this, ſaying that a diſcovery might have been made, and a watch -- 
24th {Wet to entrap them; on this account they deſiſted from the attempt: 
ark, That, after this, Brodie and the declarant had ſeveral meetings, 
ally Mconſulting about the ſafeſt way to diſpoſe of the goods; and upon 
hey MTucſday evening it was concerted between them, that the decla- 
ew; Want ſhould go off next day for England with the goods; and at 
the that time Brodie gave the declarant five guineas and a halt to car- 7 
eſs: ry bis expences on the road; and, to evade ſuſpicion, the decla- 


ant ſet out early next morning, and travelled on foot as far as Dun- | 3 
bar, where he took the mail-coach and went to Cheſteriicld in | 


„or- England, and there fold the whole goods taken out of Meſſ. Bruces 
016 chop, excepting what Mr Brodie got, for L. 105 Sterling, to John 
| he Taſkar, alias Murray, who, he knew, had been-baniſhed from Scot- 
d a Wand: That the declarant ſent a twenty-pound note of this money 
the Win a letter to Mr Brodie, informing him of the ſale, and deſiring 
of bim to pay bimlelf what the declarant had borrowed, and ſupply 
ck- Whis wife with money till the declarant's return: That the declarant 
all I ſtaid for ſome weeks in England, during whick time he had ſeveral 
the letters from Brodie ; and, on his return, gave to Brodie three ten- 
em I pound notes more of the money, to keep for him, aud to prevent 
me ſuſpicion by tbe declarant's having ſo much money about him, - 
ear which money Brodie gave him as he wanted it, but gained a great 


the part of it at play: That, among the goods fold to Taſkar, there 4 
eft was a particular gold watch, which Taſkar ſaid he would wear 
ed MWhimſelf, aud, to prevent a detection, got the name and number 
Mr altered by a man at Leeds, and which watch Taſkar was wearing 
at ben the declarant left England. ; | It 
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Mr Brodie was examined the ſame day, and being interrogated 
| declared, That he had been employed by the Magiſtrates of Edin- 
burgh to alter the door of Meſſ. Bruces ſhop, at the head of Bridge- 
ſtreet ; that his men altered it accordingly, after the ſtreets had been 
lowered. And being interrogate if he was at that time acquainted 
with George Smith, preſent priſoner in the tolbooth ? declares, That 
he does not at preſent remember at what time he became acquainted 
with Smith—But as the declarant has other buſineſs of his own at 
preſent to take up his time, declines to give any further anſwer to 
this or any other queſtion at preſent. Being further interrogated if Wl J}/ 
be recollects receiving from George Smith a gold ſeal, a gold watch- 
key, and two gold ;rings ?—he declines to anſwer this or any o- 
ther queſtion, for the reaſons above ſtated. And being delired to 
fign this declaration, he refuſed fo to do. h: 5 

Mary Hibbut, ſpouſe to George Smith, was alſo examined, who nu 
declared, That one morning Brodie came to the room where her ¶ hc 
huſband and ſhe reſided, and examined a parcel of jewellery goods; MW w! 
and ſhe ſaw Mr Brodie get the ſeal, watch-key, and rings mention- if or 
ed in her huſband's declaration: That fhe ſaw Brodie give her hui- ¶ lo 
band ſome money the night before he went to England; and, du: th 
ring her huſband's abſence, the received money from Mr Brodie. an 

Andrew Ainſlie was examined, and declared, That he was at o- 
Glaſgow at the time Meſſ. Bruces ſhop was broke; but on his re- t. 


turn to Edinburgh, was informed of the particulars by Smith: That W p 
he often ſaw in Mr Brodie's poſſeſſion, hanging at his watch, a v. 
gold ſeal and watch-key, which Brodie ſaid theſe, with other tri- 
hes, were the only things he had got of what was taken out of Mell. W p 
Bruces ſhop; and has often heard Smith and Brodie quarrelling, 
and Brodie grumbling and complaining that he had never got his p 
proper ſhare of the goods taken out of that ſhop. d 
Juoho Brown, a/ias Humphry Moore, declared, That the firit WM v 
time he ſaw Brodie was ſupping in Smith's houſe : That he was not it 
come to Edinburgh when Meſſ. Bruces ſhop was broke: That he Wl 1; 
has often heard Smith and Brodie talking wich regard to that WW 1 
ſhop-breaking, and Brodie's complaining that he had not got his il t 
proper ſhare of the goods; and particularly; in a converſation be- 
_ twixt Brodie and the declarant, after the ſhop of Inglis and Hor- ih t 
ner's was broke into, Brodie damned Smith for having broke into 
' this laſt ſhop himſelf, and ſaid he would treat him, Brodie, in the 1 


lame manner he had done as to Bruces ſhop, which was very un- 
generous, after he had given him the information: That he had 
otten had Brodie's gold watch in his cuſtody, and ſaw the gold 
tal and watch-key hanging at it, which Brodie often ſaid was the 
anly things he had got that were taken from Bruces ſhop. 


| No. V. 
STATEor Jun PROCESS 
AT THE INSTANCE OF 


70 HN HAMILTO N. CHIMNEY-SWEEPER, 
| | in Portſburgh, g 


bY 


AGAINST 


WILLIAM BRO DIE, WRIGHT AND CABINET-MAKERg 
in Edinburgh. 


| * 

Tux proceſs is in the form of a petition and complaint, againſt 
Brodie, Smith, and Ainſlie. It ſtates, that, on a certain night in Ja- 
nuary laſt, he, Hamilton, accidentally met with the perſons in the 
houſe of Clark vintner, at the head of the Fleſhmarket cloſe: That 
when he joined them there playing at dice, that, ſuſpecting no fraud 
or deceit, he had joined in the aniuſement, and, in a ſhort ſpace, 
loſt ſix guineas, and ſome odd ſhillings: That, being ſurpriſed how 
this could happen, he ſeized on the dice, and had them examined 
and diſcovered : That they were loaded, or falſe dice, filled at one end 
or corner with lead + And he concludes with praying for a warrant 
to apprehend and incarcerate the ſaid perſons, until they ſhould re- 
peat the ſum of which he had been defrauded, and pay 4 ſum o- 
ver and above, in name of damages and expences. | ge 

Anſwers were given in for Mr Brodie to this complaint, and ſe- 
parate anſwers for Smith and Ainſlie. | 

They ſtated, in general, that, on the evening mentioned in the 
petition, they were innocently amuſing themſelves with a game at 
dice over a glaſs of punch, and that the petitioner intruded himſelf 
upon their company: That if falſe dice were uſed on that occaſion, 
it was unknown to the defenders, as the dice they played with be- 
longed to the houſe : That, if the petitioner had loſt the ſum he al- 
ledged it had not been gained by the defenders, as Smith and Ainſlie 
had ſaid, that, ſo far from gaining any thing that evening, they 
had loſt, and Brodie ſaid he had only gained 75s. 6d. : That the pe- 
titioner himſelf was a noted adept in the ſcience of gambling ; 
and it was not very credible that he would have allowed himſelf to 
be impoſed upon in the manner he had alledged. 

The replies for Hamilton to theſe anſwers are a curious produc- 
tion, After ſtating the nature of the complaint, and the defences 
that had been made to it for Brodie, Smith, and Ainſlie, they ſay, 
A wonderful ſtory indeed! Smith and Ainſlie, two noted ſhar- 
pers at the buſineſs, in their anſwers, aſſert they were loſers, and 
a innocent Mr Brodie avers, he was only a gainer in this paltry 
© trifle of 78. 6d. and yet the petitioner finds himſelf out of pocket 
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near as many guineas as that gent“ man ſays he received of ſhil- 


e lings. Certain, however, it is, that it could not fink! Certain 
© alſo it is, that in their company, by undue means, he loſt five 
© guinea notes, two half guineas in gold, and fix ſhillings in ſilver, 
© before he ſuſpected the fraud.” th | 

Neither Dr Katterfelto, nor Breſlaw, were preſent to tranſmute 
it. Unleſs, therefore, ſome of their learned pupils had not been 
very near him, he would have been in poſſeſſion of his money at 
this moment. Mr Brodie knows nothing about, and 7s entirely ig- 
noramt of ſuch devices, and always conſidered all dices to be alike. It 
is, ſays he in his anſwers, it is the petitioner who is ſuch an adept 
© in the ſcience, as to be alone capabſe of uſing ſuch inſtruments, 
© and of explaining the nature of them.'—Miſerable ! that the peti- 
tioner, a deemed ſhaxper, ſhould be taken in by a pigeon, to uſe the 
lingua of the Club. But fo it has happened. Mr Brodie knows 
nothing of ſuch vile tricks—not he! He never made them his ſtudy 
—not he! Never was at either pains or expences to acquire them, 
nor ever ſtudied under Mr Breſlaw, 8c. &c. for that very ſpecial 
purpoſe—not he indeed! Mr Brodie never haunted night-houſes, 
where nothing but the blackeſt and vileſt arts were practiſed to catch 


combination, to behold the poor young creature plucked alive, and 
not one feather left upon its witngs—not he indeed! He never was 
acceſſory to ſee or be concerned in fleecing the ignorant, the 


his @nxjous ſtudy, with unwearied concern, at midnight hours, to 


from which there was a poſſibility of fetching from a ſcurvy ſix- 
pence to a hundred guineas—not he indeed! He is unacquainted 


deed! Mr Brodie, in all his innocent amuſements, never met with 
any perſon, who, after having been fleeced of money, to the amount 
of a hundred pounds, and detected of the vile and diſhoneſt methods 
by which it had been abſtracted from him, received, as a return for 
his moral rectitude, a very handſome inciſion on the eye—never 
he indeed! He never was in ſuch company, nor ever met with ſuch 
an accident—not he! it is only the petitioner, or ſuch like him, 
who are known and adepts in the devices, which Mr Brodie very 


modeſtly ſays he is innocent of, who could be guilry of ſuch prac- 
tices, and receive ſuch returns. f | : . 


previous to the 17th January current, it is as certain, that on that 
k::owledge of the buſineſs of gambling than the petitioner; for, 


was totally at a loſs when he obſerved the diee take Tuch a run; not 
89 : 1 x | ah 


a pigeon ; nor ever was acceſſary either by himfelf or others in his 


thoughtleſs, the young, or the unwary, nor even made it his ſtudy, 


haunt the rooms, where he thought of meeting with the company, 


altogether, either with packing or ſhuffling a ſet of cards—he is in- 


But, however certain Mr Brodic'sinnocence may be on theſe ſcores, 
night, both him, and Ainſlie, and Smith, had acquired ore complete. 


notwithſtanding all his art, they went infinitely —_— him; he. 


( 91) 
be indeed! but he was apprehenſive ſomething was going on unfair and 
1 ungenerous: At laſt, after having been deſpoiled of his money, he uh 
in ſeized them, and diſcovered the charm. For this unjuſtifiable pro- 
ve 8 cedure in the defender; the petitioner is confident every good ma- 
r, I giſtrate will feel it their duty to give him reparation; and it is their 
buſineſs to check choſe infamous proceedings, be they followed by 
te WW whatſoever perſon they may; for, the e the man is, and the 
en weightier his purſe, the more is he the object ot juſtice and example; 
at and the /ower the man is, in rank and ſtation, who ſuffers by ſuch, 
e- I the /ouder is the cry, and more the demand for redreſs.” | | 0 
It « If, fo long ago as the 171r, the legiſlature had perceived its * 
pt pernicious conſequences, how much more is it the duty of thoſe to * 
ts, whom its execution is entruſted, to act up to its very letter ; when 
ti- Wit is a fact, that, in theſe modern times, gaming of every kind has 
prevaded all ranks; from the ſtable:boy to the Peer it is the ſubject 
of ſtudy and of practice; and ſome of every denomination have 
made it their chief buſineſs to attain the method or art how to cheat 
his neighboiir the beſt ; his neighbour, nay; his friend and compa- 
nion, who never would have ſuſpected fuch a latent ſerpent lay in 
his breaſt: There are living inſtances of men, who, though born to 
independence, and enjoying molt ample fortune, can intermix with 
the very lowelt claſs of the multitude; and even court their compa- 
ny, from motives prompted ſurely by the principles only of rapa- 
city and avarice; and, without ſhame and remoi ſe, uſe the moſt un- 
juſtifiable and diſhoneſt practices to fleece them of their little pittance, 
pittances ſo much below their envy, that a relation of them would 
not bear the appearance of truth; and what muſt theſe men appear ' 
to be in the mind of every good perſon; yet till there are tuch 
who demean themſelves to theſe practices, and, rather thin aſſoci- 


ate with their equals, will deſcend to keep company with oftlers, * 
pedlars, and ſtable-boys. 


hg. + 
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| Nd. VI 
ACCOUNT or Tus BEHAVIOUR 
of WILLIAM BRODIE and GEORGE SMITH, 


From the time they reccived their Sentence, till their Execution. 


gi On the day that Mr Brodie received' his ſentence he was very. un- 
„ oncerned; but George Smith was much dejected At coming out, 
Net after receiving ſentence, Brodie attempted to kick Smith on the 


775 backſide, and called him a cowardly villain. They were conducted 

„ back to prifon by the city guard, amidſt a numerous concourſe of 
te edtators. Smith was firſt chained by one foot to the iron gaad 
LE. B an 
not 


he . „55 


gy | 


and Prodie ſtood TL FED on with great indifference ; * when lie 
was deſired «to. draw near to be ſecured in the ame manner, he 
looked at them with great diſdain, but was obliged to ſubmit. 
Brodie's chain is longer than the reſt, as he can fit at a table and 
uxite hy himſelf. © Smith's, Falconer's and Bruce's chains are much 
morter than Brodie's. They have behaved tolerable well conſider- par 
7 ing the (mall room they have on the goad, which goes acroſs the 5 
room, and very ſecurely fixed from one end of the room to the Bre 
other in the wall, and hath four diviſions or places, on which the 
chains are fixed, with ſtrong iron ſupporters faſtened into the ſtone d. 
fioor ; and each has a mattreſs to lie on. oppoſite to himſelf, Smith ,1, 
has been very devout ſince his confinement, but has been much di- 
ſturded by Brodie, giving him approbrious names and bad lan- 
Pease The other two are next other, which Smith laments. — ich 
w are admitted to ſee them, but thoſe who receive orders. 


Several. miniſters hath attended them, both of the preſbyterian i pa. 

and epiſcopal perſuaſion and has been at much pains with them. ch: 

ie has given but very little attention to what they ſaid; and pe 

and ſome times told one of them, that he wanted no journeyman .,. 

parſons to diſturb him. He has, however, been more attentive to | 

the .inftructions of a miniſter of the Epiſcopal communion, who has 
been at more pains with him, than any of the others whoattended him. 

| Yet be ſome times, goes on with language not at all becoming his 017 
unfortunate ſituation.—He writes much concerning his affairs, and Ml ; 

feems to lament for his children, but not much for one of the mothers. 

He was in hopes of a reprive for a while ; and when he received 
the warrant for his execution, he ſeemed to be very little dejected. 

e railed much againſt Smith, and was very calmly anſwer- 
ed by him. He is much to be lamented on account of his raſhneis 
and folly in converſation. 

Since he received his ſentence he has been very ſubmiſſive, and 
ſeemed tobe reſigned to his fate, and has been moderate · in his en- 
tertainments. 

When he underſtood that the gibbet was to be altered, he knew 
their plan, and ſaid, That leſs trouble might be taken .—He plan- 
ned the model of the new place of execution, he purchaſed the 
wood, and gave his aſſiſtance in finiſhing it.—But little did he ima- 

gine at that time, that he himſelf would made his exit on it. 
Hlis method of gambling with low company he laments, and 
acknowledpes that it was not like himſelf, and fays, That gaming 
once begun, makes ſuch a deep impreſſion on the mind, that a 
man is unhappy when he is deprived of: that pleaſure! ſuch. was the 
_ cafe of this unfortunate gentleman. \ 

He ſeems to be much concerned for his keeping adripany with ſo 
many women, ſome of whom, he ſaid were very deceiving ;— Yet 
no man had a greater love for his children than Mr Brodie ; = 
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had it been in his power, be would have brought them up virtuouſly; 
and given them a penteel education, | . 

As for John Geddes, tobacconiſt in Mid-Calder, Brodie would 
not hear of his name : He ſaid, That this fellow was ceria'nly a- 
bandoned above moſt men; betraying truſt, and laying aſide all 
humanity, did feloniouſly aud maliciouſly venture to break open My 
Brodie's letters; and ſeeing the newſpapers, and hearing of the re- 
ward of L. 150 Sterling, for apprehending Brodie : He, with the 
advice of ſome of his counſellors, thought he was certain of that 
blood premium, but was diſappointed, and his deſigu fruſtrated. He 
faid that he forgot he had theſe letters, and kept them up three 
weeks; but during this time he was conſulting how to execute his 
ſcheme. He then applied to an Honourable Gentleman for advice, 
who told him, That hc himſelf knew bcft the directions that he 
had received from the perſon who committed theſe letters to his 
charge; and he left it to his own conſoience to do with them what 
he pleaſed ; and that he was not the proper perſon to apply io with 
theſe letters, having been conſulted in Mr Brodie's affairs. 

William Brodie, fiuce his confinement, aud the receiving his 
ſentence, has been buſy in writing hoams, and at other times le- 
ſpecting his affairs, and has not in the leaſt manner beea affected ; he 
ſometimes ſaid, it was a deviliſh pity mens lives were fo ſhort and 
ſo uncertain, and compared his lite (as Job expreſſes it} like the 
ſparks that fly upwards. He has read all the publications reſpec- 
ting his trial, and has given it as his opinion, that Mr Elliot's ac- 
count was the beſt, He complained on the bad uſage which he re- 
ceived while in Holland, where he received nothing but 
boiled beans and water at every meal, and was rejoiced to hear 
that he was to be brought to Scotland, to a city where he ſhould 
be ſupplied with plenty of dee, and where he knew that he 
ſhould want for nothing that could ſatisfy his deſires. A Rev. 
Clergyman attended him for ſome time, and gave him ſome in- 
ſtructions; and exhorted him to occupy his whole time and atten- 
tion to the one thing needful, and to forget all worldly affairs ; 
but he lent a deaf ear to all his entreaties. In the midit of z 
prayer, Brodie, imagining that the Miniiter was ſpeaking too loud, 
touched him gently on the ſhoulder, and ſaid, he need not cry ſo 
loud, the Lord was not deaf, tor he would hear him as well in 
a low tone of voice; and the Miuilter was under the diſagreeable 
necellity of quitting the apartment where he was. Some of his 
friends. goes up to priſon, and gives him all the conſolation in their 
wer. ;- but he appears to. pay little attention to their admoni- 
ons. . | x1 | 
Mr Bradie got acquainted. with a lock ſmith in Birmingham, and 
there ſtudied the art of making locks, and opening them by talſe 
keys. He cams to Scotland alter the High Church cf W 
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x had been robbed, conſiſting of the whole plate, edle and other We thot 
== uſeful things belonging to it, which was of preat value, the plates Which n 
And veſlele being ſilver and gold. Coventry Church was reckoac.l ne of 
a m agnificent ' one, and equal to any in England, St Pauls i in Lon- Wmpan 


don — There was a great reward offered to any who litter 
could diſcover the”perlon or perſons who committed this robbery, de hi 
hut it has never as yet been found out. th B. 
Smith has been very penitent ſince he received his ſentence. He Nich « 
had an intention of writing his life and tranſaQions, but he was Whpecte: 
perſuaded againſt it; and he ſaid if they were written, he believed After 
z volume could ſcarce contain it. Smith was born in inn rner 
in England. : odic 
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. "WILLIAM BRODIE and GEORGE SMITH. > goc 
By f 

william Brodie was the ſon of a reſpectable citizen, who gave * 

him a good education. He was diligent in his learning, and was eral 


much reſpected by his maſters, ſchool - fellow, and companions. His 
father was a gentleman who was much reſpected: He was a branch 
of a good family in the North of Scotland. He carried an the 
buſineſs of a wright, cabinet-maker, and upholſterer, to. a very 
_ conſiderable extent, and was employed by ſome of the beſt families 
in this part of the kingdom, by which he acquired a fortune of 
nine hundred a-year. 
He brought up his fon, William, to the ſame buſineſs, who fol- 
lowed his father's buſineſs and was well employed. On his father's 
deceaſe, he ſucceeded to his buſineſs and fortune, (a proper 
portion being alotted for his two liſters.) He carried on an ex- 
b tenſive buſineſs, and employed a number of men, who reſpected him 
1 greatly, as he uſed them well, and paid them regularly. 
| By his diligence and activity, he acquired an 3 buſineſ, 
t and was well reſpected and eſteemed. He roſe by degrees in the 
. Town-council, till he was at laſt elected a Council-deacon, and had 
a conſiderable Gay i in the corporation of St Mary's chapel, &c. 
The love and deſire of company, and an inclination to gaming, 
: had ſuch an effect upon him, that he was very unhappy when he 
g was deprived of that innocent amuſement, 
He fell in with women, ſome of whom were of a bad reputa- 
tion others he kept up.— By Mrs G— , he has three ſine chil- 
e 5,08 by another, (Jean b he has two promiſing * 
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er Ie thought his fortune might ſupport him in a genteel manner; 

s Which made him forget himſelf, and aſſociate with much company, 

-1 Wme of whom were abandoned to every vice. Gambling and bad 

F apany made him forget himſelf, and when intoxicate with liquor, 

o litened to the ſchemes which they propoſed, until their example 

„ de him as wicked as themſeves. When he became acquainted 
ch Brown, Smith, and Ainllie, he uſually gambled with them, 

e Which ſome took notice of, but his character kept him from being 

5 Wpected of any illicit practices. } | 

d Aster Smith, Brown, and Ainſlie had broke into Meſſ. Inglis, 

, rner, and Cos. ſhop, and carried off the goods, they informed 

odic of their ſucceſs, as he was not with them, or knew any 
ing of it. This encouraged him to keep company with them, 

d join in their depredations. They projected many fatal ſchemes 
ruin ſeveral opulent ſhop-keepers in and about Edinburgh, 
emes equal to theſe, were' never heard of before in this coun- 

They were to open the thop fixed upon, and one or two of 

gang were to carry off the goods, and put them into any o- 

er ſhop they thought proper, and then to give information where 

> goods were. - 

By ſuch unheard of villany, many innocent and reputable fami- 

might have been ruined,” and a ſtain fixed upon their character. 

eral ſchemes ſimilar to theſe, were attempted in order to ruin 
innocent. * 5 1 | 

Brown was a noted ſharper, and was tried in Eugland feveral 
es. He was baniſhed to the coalt of Africa, but returned with 

n MiK=——— e, who was tried at the Old Bailey, tor 

poting a man from the mouth of a cannon, who had been guil- 
of ſome breach of military diſcipline, Brown afterwards came 

Scotland, and his behaviour ſince is partly known. 

Smith was a lock-{mith in Birmingham; and afterward travelled 
country of England with a horſe and cart, as a hawker. —— 
had totlowed ſeveral other trades before, but did not ſucceed. 

| his coming to this city, he took a ſhop in the Cowgate, and 
ried on buſineſs in the grocery line; When he kept a private 

| nbling houſe, and his aſſociates were punctual in their atten- 

v ice, They made it their practice to take in ſtrangers, and cheat 

m out of their money ;—they were complete maſters of the 

ds, dice, &c. and ſtrangers leeing them gain money from each 

er, were tempted to enter the field, in hopes of gaining 2 
une, | | 

smith had the dexterity to open almoſt every lock he found con- 

ent, but when a key would not lerve his turn, an iron bar, or 
iter of a plough anſwered his purpoſe- equally well. The coul- 
with which he opened the Exciſe, was diſtinguiſhed by the 
ne of great Samuel or Goliath, and the iren crow had the ap- 

pellation 


N 


Oo I 0. 


. 


. 


( 14 ) 


ation of the little Samuel. Mr Brodie was often in Smit 
„ as Smith was greatly reſpected by him for his dexterity. 
As there has been no riot or diſturbuance amongſt the four 
mingls, ſince they received their ſentence; we cannot give a furt. 
account of their tranſaQtions,,——Brodie ſeems to be reſigned 
his fate; but has made no public ſpeech ; — Smith has made 
but various reports have been propagated concerning | 
which we ſhall not recapitulate. 
6 have been well attended by ſeveral miniſters of this cit 
and as humanely uſed by the keepers of the priſon, as their ſit, 
tion would admit. On Sunday laſl, and ſeveral Sundays prec: 
ing; were fervently prayed for in all the churches and chap! 
in and t this city. 5 


No. VIII. 
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Given to the Priſoners, by a Reverend Gentleman of this City 


T hat my load of fin were gone 
O that I could at laſt ſubmit 
At Jeſus feet to lay it down, | 
10 lay my ſoul at Jcſus feet! 
Reſt for my ſoul I long to find. 
BY Saviour of all, if mine thou arc, 
| _ Give me thy meck and lowly mind, 
133 and ſtamp thine image on my heart; 
Break off the yoke of inbred fin, 
And fully ſet my ſpirit free. 
I cannor reſt, till pure within, 
Iill I am wholly loſt in thee. 
Fain would I learn of thee, my God, 
Thy light and eafy burden prove ; 
The croſs all ſtain'd with hallowed blood, 
- _ The labour of thy dying love. 
I would, but thou muſt give the power, 
M heart from every ſin releaſe;* 


838 | 
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ning near, bring near the joyful hour, 


And fill me with thy perfect peace. 


Nor let thy chariot wheels delay; 
Appear, in my poor heart appear; 

My God, my Saviour, come away ! 
Lord, I believe a reſt remains, 

To all thy people known; 


prect And thou art lov'd alone. 
chap A reſt, where all our ſoul's deſire 
_ Is fix't on 1 
Where fear, and ſin, and grief expire, 
Caſt out by perfect love. 
O that I now the reſt might know 
Believe, and eater an ! » 
Now Saviour, now the power beftow, 
And let me ceaſe from fin. 
Cit! Remove this hardneſs from my heart, 
This unbelief remote; 
To me the reſt of faith impart, 
The Sabbath of thy love- 


I would be thine, thou knoweſt 1 would, 


And have thee all my own; 
Thee, O my all ſufficient good, 
[ want, and thee alone. 
Thy name to me, thy nature grant, 
his, only this be given; * 
Nothing beſide my God I want, 
Nothing in earth or heaven. 
Come O my Saviour, come away, 
Into my ſoul deſcend! 
No longer from thy creature ſtay, 
My author and my end. | 
Come, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
And ſeal me thine abode ; | 
Let all I am in thee be loſt, 
Let all be loſt in God! 


Come, Lord! the drooping ſinner chear, 


A reſt, where pure enjoyment reigns, 
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As rapid rolls my time war, 
' Down the ſwift current; 6 74 T4 
A moment let the reader (tay, 5 


And mark what after comes, 
As rivers glide towards the ſea, 

And fink and loſe them in the main; 
So man declines, and what is he ? 
- His hope, his wiſh, alas ! how vaio. 
Faſt goes each day, but ſtill renew'd, 

The ball of time kuows no detay- 
Sure ſign of that greateſt good, 

We hope in God's eternal day, 


| ö FE Edinburgh, 1ſ October 1788. 
This day William Brodie and George Smith were execute at tt 
 weſt-end of the tolbaoth, Edinburgh, purſuant to their ſentence. 
The criminals came out about half paſt two o'clock. Brod 
appeared to be very little concerned, but Smith was very fervent 
in his devotions. Brodic's head was powdered and well dreſſet 
He bad on a ſuit of fine blacks, with black filk ſtockings. Smit 
was dreſſed in a ſuit of white linen, trimmed, with black. Aﬀe 
praying for a conſiderable time, Smith went firſt on the platform 
and Brodie followed. Brodie, during the time the executioner wal 
attempting te put the rope abqut Smith's neck, touched the ropt 
with his hands, and looked up at it. But the ropes proving to bt 
too fhort, the Exccutioner was under the neceſſity of taking tt 
ropes off the gallows, in order to make them longer; and, afte 
the ropes was taken down, Brodic jumped off the platform on tb 
ſcaffold, and Smith remained alone, —— who prayed carneſtly to 
Heaven for forgivencls. Mr Brodie aſcended the platform again, 
and the rope ſtill being too ſhort, they were under the neceſſity o 
taking it off a ſecond time, and Brodie, being little affected at the 
ſcene, deſcended on the ſeaffold a ſecond time, Smith {till remained 
on it. They were then launched into eternity; but Smith's rope 
being too long, his toes reſted vn the platform, the feet of which 
were cut away by the wrights, and he remained fulpeaded, * 
During the execution, the bell of the high church was tolled, 
which was not remembered to have been done before on any fimi- 
lar occaſion, They were attended at the ,piace of execution by; 
the Rev. Meſſ. Cleeve and Hardy. | ; 
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